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MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2002 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 27 June. 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [10.56 am]:  This Bill is a complementary Bill to the Motor Vehicle 
Repairers Bill 2002, which completed its passage in this Chamber yesterday.  This Bill is very simple and I do 
not have much to say about it, except that the Opposition supports it.  The Bill extends the functions of the Motor 
Vehicle Dealers Licensing Board to include licensing and regulation of persons involved in the motor vehicle 
repair sector, as well as those involved in motor vehicle dealing.  It therefore negates the need for duplication by 
having a separate body to administer the legislation on motor vehicle repairers, and simply amalgamates the two 
functions, which must be supported. 

The Bill is supported by the motor vehicle industry.  A discussion paper was circulated widely to the industry in 
2001 seeking its views on the matter.  I am not sure whether support was unanimous, but there was 
overwhelming support and approval from the industry body, including support from the Motor Vehicle Dealers 
Licensing Board, which will go out of existence on the proclamation of this legislation and will be reformed as 
the new body.  The new board will comprise nine members, including a chairperson, two members with 
knowledge and experience in motor vehicle dealing, two members with knowledge and experience in motor 
vehicle repairs, three people representing the interests of consumers, and a nominee of the Royal Automobile 
Club of Western Australia.  The only question I can pose at this stage is on the composition of the board and 
whether the RAC nominee may have a conflict of interest in that board.   
To encompass all these aspects, the new body will have a broader role than the current Motor Vehicle Dealers 
Licensing Board.  In addition, it will have the authority to undertake conciliation of disputes, which, as we heard 
during debate on the previous legislation, is a function of the new legislation.  We also heard that the new board 
will be able to initiate conciliation in disputes, but it will not have the authority to go to the next stages of 
arbitration or determination.  It will also have the authority to appoint authorised officers to assist the board in 
the performance of its functions.  This Bill is complementary to the legislation that was passed last night in this 
Chamber.  It has had a long gestation period of some 12 or 14 years of investigation, with the involvement of a 
couple of parliamentarians along the way - Hon Cheryl Davenport and Bob Bloffwitch, the former member for 
Geraldton.  There has been extensive consultation with industry and stakeholders on the legislation.  The 
legislation has met with the approval of all concerned because of the evolving nature of the motor vehicle 
industry - it is more complex and is in need of some sort of regulation or some degree of scrutiny.  Control is 
probably the wrong word to use.  This new board and the legislation that empowers it will provide that scrutiny.  
The Opposition supports the Bill.   

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [11.00 am]:  The Greens (WA) will support this legislation.  
We have already dealt with this legislation in many ways through the motor vehicle repairers legislation that was 
recently passed.  This Bill tidies up the whole issue of the board and puts in place a number of other frameworks, 
of which the Greens are supportive.  The work done on the legislation by Hon Cheryl Davenport over quite some 
time means that we will have much tighter and more controlled captaincy of the ship of motor vehicle dealers in 
this State.   

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [11.01 am]:  One Nation also supports the Motor Vehicle Dealers 
Amendment Bill (No. 2).  In my speech yesterday I expressed concerned about a certain paragraph of the second 
reading speech.  The minister quite kindly informed me that this Bill was to follow - which I had not read - and 
would eliminate the problems.  The second reading speech to the Motor Vehicle Repairers Bill states -  

This Bill will also allow the board to conciliate disputes between owners of vehicles and repairers, with 
the assistance of authorised officers when required.  

That was my concern, but, as the minister said, the Bill that we are now speaking on fulfils that requirement to 
allow the board to conciliate disputes.  Anything that streamlines the legislation and hopefully eliminates 
bureaucracy and red tape will most certainly be supported by One Nation.   

HON NICK GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Housing and Works) [11.03 am]:  I thank Hon 
Barry House, Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Frank Hough for their eloquent support of the Bill.  On the specific 
issue raised by Hon Barry House on the role of the Royal Automobile Club of Western Australia, the proposed 
position is basically the same as the current position.  There is one difference; that is, under current law it is a 
matter of the RAC submitting a panel containing the names of not fewer than three persons, whereas the 
proposed change in the law refers to a panel of the names of three persons.  The role of the RAC will be 
substantially the same.  Proposed section 12G deals with the necessity for a member who has a material personal 
interest to disclose that interest.  The Bill will not make any substantive change to the law but will tidy up the 
law.  I commend the Bill to the House.   
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Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 
Committee 

The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the Chair; Hon Nick Griffiths (Minister for Housing and 
Works) in charge of the Bill. 

Clauses 1 to 9 put and passed. 

Clause 10:  Section 8 replaced - 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  I seek some clarification of one small point.  Could the minister provide some 
explanation of whom the three persons to represent the interests of consumers may be?   
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  No decision has been made as to whom the persons may be.  As to how those names 
will be arrived at, I am advised that the department keeps a list - a panel - of people who have expressed an 
interest in undertaking this role on behalf of the community.  No doubt the minister would make appropriate 
inquiries and consult whomever the minister thought appropriate before proceeding down the path envisaged in 
the Bill.   
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE:  I seek one further clarification.  I was not asking for the identification of the 
individuals, but for clarification of the process.  Will those three persons be precluded from being representatives 
of the motor vehicle dealing sector or the motor vehicle repairing sector, given that they are already covered in 
terms of having representatives?   
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  No.   

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 11 to 25 put and passed. 
New clause 19 - 
Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I move - 

Page 12, after line 15 - To insert the following new clause -  

19. Section 33 amended 
Section 33(7)(d) is amended by deleting “12 months” and inserting instead -  

“2 years”   

The Motor Vehicle Dealers Act 1973 was amended, with the period in which proceedings for an offence against 
the Act could be brought under section 52(4) extended from 12 months to two years following the commission 
of an alleged offence.  Section 33 of the Act prescribes the notices that dealers are required to display on vehicles 
offered or exposed for sale.  These notices provide consumers with appropriate basic information about the 
vehicle such as the cash price, the kilometres the vehicle has travelled, the year of manufacture, matters to do 
with vehicle identification and statutory warranty rights.   

Section 33(7)(d) of the Act, which we propose to amend, requires dealers to retain a signed copy of the notice for 
a period of not less than 12 months following the sale of the vehicle.  The Parliament has extended the period for 
a prosecution to be brought from 12 months to two years.  However, the requirement to keep a signed copy of 
the notice is 12 months.  Therefore, the amendment proposes to align the requirement to retain a signed copy of 
the notice with the period during which a prosecution can be brought.   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  The Opposition supports this amendment, which appears to be logical.   
New clause put and passed.   
Title put and passed. 
Bill reported, with an amendment. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith through remaining stages. 

Report 
Report of the Committee adopted. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Nick Griffiths (Minister for Housing and Works), and returned to the 
Assembly with an amendment. 
 


